Jesus: The Great High Priest

(and what’s all this stuff with Melchizedek?)

Hebrews 4:14-5:10, 7:1-28

Welcome- 

Icebreaker:  What was security item growing up?  (or kids) and where is it now?

PRAY

Recap first few weeks:


Unnamed author, probably before 70 AD, sermonic letter, to Jewish Christians…meant to be read to address the strange teachings cropping up in the church.  Calling the audience to persevere in the faith.  


Looked at who Christ is-


…..fully God, fully man


…..greater than any angel


…..founder of Salvation


…..greater than Moses


…..offers true Rest

Today we’ll look at what the significance is of Jesus being the Great High Priest.

*I really wanted one of these seminary trained ladies to get the Melchizedek chapter*

Our hope today is to get a better vision of that word, priest, and its meaning.

So today it’s a little about religion –vs- relationship. 

Early church realized they needed access to God the Father, we don’t always understand that as well…

Question:  What do you think of when you hear the word “priest”?


Write answers on the board…..common connotations


Some denominations get it a little “better” than our PCA world 


Our time in the Episcopal church….reverence to the priest, the bishop…

In PCA terms it’s a little different- there are just a few things that only an ordained pastor can do that a typical lay person does not- but its not just the person, it’s the office.  

Learned a lot about this when Dave was seeking ordination:


Communion (snack of crackers and grape juice)


Baptism (bathing our girls)


Benediction (raising hands to wave goodbye)

Jewish Christians understood they needed a priest- they had lived, and their forefathers, with hundreds of years of sacrifices, offerings, ceremonial services.  These Jewish Christians were having a hard time leaving those customs and systems behind.  They wanted to embrace Jesus but also hold on to the sacrificial system too.  Because what if He wasn’t enough…..

Start thinking about how this is for us…what do we hold on to, instead of Jesus….

Was their system bad?  No.  It was incomplete.  It was ordained to show our need for cleansing from sin and our need of a mediator.

But its hard to let go of something from the past….a security item so speak (mam).

“We need to see that Jesus is the ultimate, perfect, superior intermediary to plead our case before God…He will make us acceptable to God, provide access to God; and give us entry to His presence so that we can draw near.”

We, believing, proud PCA theology-loving women “know” this, so why look at it?

We are constantly not realizing our true need and constantly underestimating Jesus.

Let’s read some of today’s Scripture:

Read Hebrews 4:14-16

Mike’s notes: understandable and trustworthy….he needed to be both….

What do we learn about Jesus: ***make chart of these***

Great High Priest


Passed through the heavens


Son of God


Was tempted in every way without sin


Is able to sympathize with our weakness 


Offers mercy and grace to help in our time of need

What are our instructions:


Hold fast our confession

With confidence, draw near to the throne of grace

*back to her point to go deeper, draw nearer, hold tighter….

The bulk of what we’re unpacking today will be these verses.  The other passages essentially serve to support, flesh out truth presented here.

So know we are coming back here….hang with me…..these will be our book ends……

What does it mean to be the Great High Priest?

Read  Hebrews 5:1-10

What was the work of the high priest?

To act on behalf of men in relationship with God- offering gifts, sacrificing for sins. *work is to make sacrifices, all day, no seat in the holy of holies bc the work is never finished.  Must keep sacrificing because the work is never finished.  Always more sin for which to atone.  

What is the attitude of the high priest?


Gentle, humble bc he himself is beset with weakness

How does he become a high priest?

God appoints him- it wasn’t an electable job, no politics. It was something you were born into, appointed by God.

So how does this apply with Jesus-

His work was sufficient- source of eternal salvation bc He was perfect- greater than the priests of the Jewish traditions- no need to continue on with the ceremonial sacrifices, etc. 

His attitude- He prayed with loud cries and tears- He understood suffering, way more than us.  Temptation, way more than us-  

She makes the point posing the question “Who suffers more? The one who’s tempted and falls, or the one who’s tempted and never falls….” The one who never falls- He knows what its like to deal with temptation again and again…

*learned obedience- not because he wasn’t before- but because he was tested*…..

He’s sinless- but He’s not arrogant.  

Later we read that He’s praying for us- interceding on our behalf- He’s not a finger wagging perfection expecting priest- He’s gentle, desiring our best- wanting our hearts. Etc…..

Do we view him as gentle?  Why or why not?  

We need Him to correct our vision.

And now Melchizedek…..

Now these Jews were steeped in Jewish History….They would know this to a much deeper extent than we.  

Read Genesis 14:17-20

Read Psalm 110:1-5

Read Hebrews 7:1-3

What are some of the key facts about Melchizedek?

He is first, King of Righteousness, king of peace, without father or mother (geneology), resembling Son of God, continues a priest for forever, receives 1/10 of everything from Abram

*So this is Melchizedek who meets Abram after a battle and blesses him.  Then Abram tithes to him, affirming that His words are true….validating that He is a priest-

Read Hebrews 7:15-19

How is Jesus similar to Melchizedek? Considering those verses and the first 3 we just read….

Firstborn of all creation, king of righteousness, peace, earthly mother, all things are under Him, tithe, etc

*Jesus was priest not based on legal requirement (bodily descent) but by the power of God*

What does this passage say about the law?

*The Levitical priesthood is set aside, the Mosaic law, since it was not able to accomplish God’s saving purpose.  Jesus’ work on the cross alone brough people to perfection- better hope.  The hope of salvation is from Jesus*

What does this matter?


The Hebrew people receiving this letter knew that a priest had to be from the tribe of Levi- the writer is building a case, showing how 1000 years before Aaron there was another priest, Melchizedek, who was appointed by God and respected by Abraham, the father of their faith….


Melchizedek is a type…read page 68 between the arrows-

Priesthood is forever- unlike Levitical priesthood which dissolved when curtain was torn in 2.  Melch serves as an illustration bc he shows an example of the permanence of Christ-

DA Carson quote: The combination of priest and king is forbidden by the old covenant, therefore the institution of the priest-king must be on the basis of a newer one.

Jesus is eternal- our salvation is only as secure as Christ is indestructible- thankfully we know He is- so we have full confidence- …..

Hebrews 7:22-28 points out that He is able to save- “save from the wrath of God bc He continually puts himself between us and God….making intercession” (piper)

The Hebrew priests in the past continually made daily sacrifices- all day long blood literally flowed from the altar- this is hard for us to imagine. But its true- 

we think of church as all pretty stained glass, etc…..

back then though it was not the case- the work was never finished- again there were no chairs in the temple- 

Christ though- he finished it-  even His words on the cross 

Interceding for us piper again:


This verb here, "draw near to God," is in a tense that indicates present continuous action, not a single action in the past. It is not saying: God is able to save those forever who once drew near to him, but who go on drawing near to him. If we do not go on drawing near to God we have no warrant for thinking that we are being saved by the Lord Jesus.
READ VERSE 27

He died a perfect sacrifice, once and for all, and sat down at the right hand of God the father- 


He is able to save, completely, forever….those that draw near through faith….

So look again at the beginning….

Read 4:14-16

Look back through that list-

What is most comforting- where does our vision need correcting-

He’s trustworthy- We’ve studied how God has appointed Him to be the Great High Priest.

He understands- Isn’t it a relief to know that the one who represents us before God understands what it is like to live in this world?


He was tempted.


He can sympathize.

He’s approachable- He invites us to confidently draw near to the throne of grace to receive mercy, and find grace to help in time of need-


List her attributes here…..

*What truth about Jesus is sweetest to you this day? Why?

*What do you hold on to in spite of Jesus…..where are your hands full?

*What is hardest for us to accept?

*In what area do you need to approach the throne of grace?

*Do we take this access for granted?  Do we use it well?

Encouragement- to go deeper, hold tighter, draw nearer.

Close in prayer. 

