Parenting U: Practical & Biblical Guidance on How to Raise Our Children

#8: The Parent as a Teacher (Part 2): What Do Parents Teach?
Intro and Review
I. Fear of God (thinking of all of life with God in mind)

A. Teach character/nature of God


-This lays the foundation for the gospel!

B. Teach how to Worship God   (privately and publicly)

-  A child won’t worship at church if he never worships at home

-  Train your child about behavior at church

C. Teach how to Please God (how to make good decisions in life) 

II. Submission and Obedience to Authority

A. The world will teach our children the opposite of submission

B.  Who are some people we need to teach our children to submit to?
WLC 124  Who are meant by father and mother in the fifth commandment? A. By father and mother, in the fifth commandment, are meant, not only natural parents, but all superiors in age, and gifts; and especially such as, by God's ordinance, are over us in place of authority, whether in family, church, or commonwealth.
III. How to Deal with Sin
A. Dealing with Personal Sin
1. Problem:  Children are always taught its someone else’s fault—blameshifting, rationalization, excuses
2. Solution:  We need to teach our children to be willing to examine themselves and receive reproof from others
WSC 87  What is repentance unto life? A. Repentance unto life is a saving grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of his sin, and apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ, doth, with grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it unto God, with full purpose of, and endeavour after, new obedience.
B. Dealing with Others’ Sin

1. How to avoid being caught up in the sin of others 

2. Appropriate steps of Matthew 18
IV. How to Speak as a Christian

A. Importance of the Tongue

1. It can do tremendous damage in life (James 3:1-12)
2. It reveals the state of a person’s heart (Matt 12:34)

B. Children Struggle with Sinful Speech Patterns.  Examples?
V. To Love and Serve Others 

A.  Simple Question:  How Does your Child treat others? 

B.  Key issues:  Selfishness, always getting their way/having to be first, rudeness, meanness, bullying 

VI. How to Handle Trials, Failures, Disappointments

A.  What are examples of some “trials” that children will have to face?   

B. Preparing Your Child:

1. Give them biblical expectations (avoid an over-realized eschatology!)

2. Teach them to trust in the Sovereignty of God—that He ordains things for our good
VII.  Good Stewardship

A. Stewardship Over Time
B. Stewardship Over Money

VIII.  A Biblical Work Ethic

A. The tendency of children (like all of us) it toward laziness and sloth
B. Encourage Hard Work for God’s Glory

* Don’t let your child make an idol out of Leisure and Pleasure!
