Doctrine of the Covenants

What is a covenant?

Berith (derived from barah, “to cut”
 – and agreement)

Diatheke (“a pact or an agreement”)

Elements of a covenant:

1. Two parties are named

2. A condition is laid down

3. A promise of reward for obedience is clearly implied

4. A penalty for transgression is threatened

*Covenants between equals (dipleuric)

*Covenants between superiors and inferiors (monopleuric – e.g. suzerain vassal treaty)

Life is rooted in covenant.

[General revelation of this, and special revelation of this?  Legal & Relational]

“Covenant is the constitutive and determinative principle of the entire system.” – Louis Berkhof

The Covenant of Works

The first covenant we learn about in Scripture…

When God had created man, He entered into a covenant of life with him, upon condition of perfect obedience; forbidding him to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, upon the pain of death.  (WSC 12)

1. The contracting parties:  God
 & A Federal Representative
2. The condition:  Perfect obedience
3. The promise:  Eternal life

4. The penalty for transgression:  Death
*THIS NEVER FUNDAMENTALLY CHANGES

The Covenant of Grace

The Covenant of Redemption
 (Eph. 1:4, 3:11; 2 Thess. 2:13; 2 Tim. 1:9; 1 Pet. 1:2; Jn. 6:38-40)
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” (Matt. 5:17)
� Genesis 15:17


� Sovereign Lawgiver & Loving Heavenly Father.


� See WLC 20 (Gen. 2:9) ( “The promise of life in the covenant of works was a promise of the removal of all the limitations of life to which Adam was still subject, and of the raising of his life to the highest degree of perfection.” – Louis Berkhof


� The only nuance here is that the covenant of grace is a covenant between the triune God and elect sinners in Christ.


� “The archetype of all covenant life is found in the Trinitarian being of God, and what is seen among men is but a faint copy of this …we find that in the economy of redemption there is, in a sense, a division of labor:  the Father is the originator, the Son the executor, and the Holy Spirit the applier.  This can only be the result of a voluntary agreement among the persons of the Trinity, so that their internal relations assume the form of a covenant life.  In fact, it is exactly in the Trinitarian life that we find the archetype of the historical covenants, a covenant in the proper and fullest sense of the word.”  “The covenant of redemption is the prototype, the foundation, and the efficacy of the covenant of grace.”





