The Dignity of Man

What is the popular view regarding the nature of man?

*Self-made man (Gen. 3:5)

What is the biblical view regarding the nature of man?
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  So God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.  (Gen. 1:26-27)

And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”  And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit.  You shall have them for food.  And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so.  And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  (Gen. 1:28-31)

Then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. … Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him …Then the Lord God made the rib He had taken from the man into woman and brought her to the man.”  (Gen. 2:7, 18, 22)

WSC Q.10 ( How did God create man?  A.  God created man, male and female, in His own image and in knowledge, righteousness, and holiness, to rule over the other creatures.

I.  GOD CREATED MAN

Finite, Dependent, and Doxological


Creator-creature distinction

soli Deo gloria ( “The to-and-fro of seeing glory in God and giving glory to God is the true fulfillment of human nature.”
  - J.I. Packer

“We are half-hearted creatures, fooling about with drink and sex and ambition when infinite joy is offered us, like an ignorant child who wants to go on making mud pies in a slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased.”  - C.S. Lewis

II. IN HIS OWN IMAGE

Male and Female 

Communal, Diverse, and Interdependent 

Living in denial?

With it (our tongue) we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. (Jas. 3:9)

In Knowledge, Righteousness, and Holiness

Pre-Fall
 vs. Post-Fall

 “The image of God consisted in man’s spiritual and immortal nature; in his holiness; in his dominion.” – Herman Witsius

“In summary, it may be said that the image of God consists:  (a) In the soul or spirit of man, that is, in the qualities of simplicity, spirituality, invisibility, and immortality.  (b) In the psychical powers or faculties of man as a rational and moral being, namely, the intellect and the will with their functions.  (c) In the intellectual and moral integrity of man’s nature, revealing itself in true knowledge, righteousness, and holiness, Eph. 4:24;
 Col. 3:10.
  (d) In the body, not as a material substance, but as the fit organ of the soul, sharing its immortality; and as the instrument through which man can exercise dominion over the lower creation.  (e) In man’s dominion over the earth.” – Louis Berkhof

To rule over the other creatures

Stewardship & Embodiment (see again Gen. 1:28-31)

Gen. 2:7 ( then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.  [Body & Soul – nephesh chayyah]
Man is crowned as king of lower creation (Ps. 8:4-9)

Implications of the Incarnation

The New Heavens & The New Earth (Rev. 21:1-4)

“The Christian hope is not redemption from the body but redemption of the body.” – J.I. Packer

� See 1 Cor. 10:31


� Original Righteousness


� The image of God is not completely lost post-fall because of the inescapable reality that we are creatures as opposed to Creators; common grace; and the shameless act of borrowing capitol void any recognition or gratitude of God.


4and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness 


5and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.











