Joy in Giving

Week 9 - Philippians 4: 10 – 23

I.  The Blessedness of Contentment


a.  In times of plenty


b.  In times of need

II.  The Blessedness of Giving


a.  Provision for God’s people


b.  Acceptable Sacrifice


c.  Glory for God

III.  Review of Philippians


Week 1 – Joy in Salvation  (Acts 16)

Week 2 – Joy in True Fellowship  (Phil 1:1 – 11)

Week 3 – Joy in Christ’s Lordship  (Phil 1:12 – 30)

Week 4 – Joy in Humility (Phil 2:1 – 11)

Week 5 – Joy in Obedience (Phil 2:12 – 30)

Week 6 – Joy in Knowing Christ  (Phil 3: 1 -11)

Week 7 – Joy in Heaven (Phil 3: 12 – 4:1)

Week 8 – Joy in Prayer (Phil 4:2 – 9)

Week 9 – Joy in Giving (Phil 4: 10 – 23)

Growing In Contentment:

1.  Allow thyself to complain of nothing, not even the weather.

2.  Never picture thyself to thyself under any circumstance in which thou are not.

3.  Never compare thine own lot with that of another.

4.  Never allow thyself to dwell on the wish that this or that had been, or were, otherwise than it was, or is.  God Almighty loves thee better and more wisely than thou doest thyself.

5.  Never dwell on the morrow.  Remember that it is God’s not thine.  The heaviest part of sorrow often is to look forward to it.  “The Lord will provide.”    

E.B. Pusey

Growing in Contentment

1.  Go to God first.  Kneel in silence.  Lift up your heart and hands.  Listen.  “I am ready; let him do to me whatever seems good to him” (2 Samuel 15:26).

2.  Receive the Givens and the Not-Givens.  “Lord, you have assigned me my portion and my cup; you have made my lot secure.”  (Psalm 16:5).

3. In acceptance lies peace.  “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid”  (John 14:27)

4. It is always possible to do the will of God.  “If you love me, you will obey what I command”  (John 14:15, 15:10)

5. Do it now.  “I will hasten and not delay to obey your commands”  (Psalm 119:60).  “You do not even know what will happen tomorrow”   (James 4:14).

6. Love means sacrifice.  “This is how we know what love is:  Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.  And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers”  (I John 3:16).

7. Choose your attitude.  “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus, who ...made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant...He humbled himself” (Phillipians 2:5, 7-8)

8. Analyze your struggle.  Is it merely delayed obedience?  “I run in the path of your commands, for you have set my heart free”  (Psalm 119:32)

9. Give it all to Jesus.  “Whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it”  (Matthew 16:25).

10. Do the next thing.  “In the evening my wife died.  The next morning I did as I had been commanded”  (Ezekial 24:18).

11. Give thanks every day and for everything.  “Always giving thanks to God the Father for everything” (Ephesians 5:20).  “Let a righteous man strike me - it is a kindness; let him rebuke me - it is oil on my head.  My head will not refuse it”  (Psalm 141:5).
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“Secure in the Everlasting Arms”
