1 Thess 2.1-16 - Pleasing God
· Paul the Pastor: Paul is well known as a great theologian.  But, this book, and this chapter in particular, reveals his true heart as a pastor and missionary, exposing his emotion and baring his soul.

· He is upset by the charges being brought against him and issues a passionate defense.

· Presumably he is being accused of deceit, delusion, exploitation and greed.  And that when opposition came he ran and abandoned the Thessalonians.

· Before jumping into the text...

· Can anyone remind us of the circumstances surrounding Paul’s visit in Acts 17?

· v1: ‘kenE’... 

· ESV: “did not come to you in vain” 
· NIV: “did not come to you without results”
· Both above alternatives imply “in futility”
· Alternative: Read Mark 12.3

· “did not come to you empty-handed”
· Why might this be a better translation?

· No one questioned that his trips bore fruit, that much was obvious and was why he was persecuted in the first place.

· “not empty handed” stands in direct contrast to him being accused of coming looking to gain...  instead he came to give so that others may gain...  spiritually.

· v2: previously suffered and shamefully treated in Phillipi

· Read Acts 16.16-24, 35-40

· Paul was beaten and jailed by his own government for doing the work of the Lord.

· We do not (yet) face that type of opposition by our government...  what type of opposition do we face?  Is it getting worse?  How so?

· We are losing “moral fabric” as an important aspect of society.  God judges this severely!

· v3: “error”, “impurity”, “deception”...

· What specifically were the likely charges against Paul and his companions?

· Financial

· What false charges have been brought against you or others you know for sharing the gospel?

· v4: stands in opposition to verse 3...  they did not come in error and with deceit, but ON THE CONTRARY, they came with the highest truth and commissioned by God himself.

· Paul could speak with such confidence because he knew he was not out to please man, but to please God.

· Be encouraged and share in that same confidence.  You have freedom to speak freely of the things of God, no matter what earthly consequence may come.

· v5-6: What two important witnesses does Paul call upon in his defense?

· His audience and God

· We can do likewise!

· v7: gentle

· gentle as opposed to what?

· In what practical ways could his gentleness be compared to that of a nursing mother?

· Affection, adoration, nourishment, physically gentle, supplying rest

· How can we do this in our delivery of the gospel?

· v8: ESV translates this best: “being affectionately desirous of you”

· Shared not only the gospel...  but their very souls...

· Do we treat our non-Xn friends as projects or conquests to be won for God?

· How can we “share our souls” and have others “become dear to us”?

· v9: They were tentmakers.  Does this imply that this is the “right” way to do missions?  What else does Paul say about missions and money?  Let’s look at the whole of what Paul has to say on this...  some other examples:

· 1 Co 9.11: If we have sown spiritual, we can reap material

· Acts 20.33: He covets no ones silver, gold or apparel

· 2 Co 11.8: Some churches pay him to go to other churches

· Acts 18.3: He was a tentmaker

· Most Important: 1 Co 6.12: All things are lawful, but not all things are helpful...  receiving money or not requires a level of discernment.

· v10: Again appeals to them as witnesses

· v11-12: A father to his children: exhort, encourage, charge

· How can we exhort, encourage and charge others?

· How are we exhorted, encouraged and charged by others?

· v13: “thank God, when we delivered, you accepted”

· What three parties are at play?

· God, deliverer, receiver

· All three play an important role...

· We are charged to deliver the gospel

· We are charged to pray for God to plant the seed and thank him when he does

· We (and others) are charged with accepting the gospel

· Notice the perpetual nature of the act:

· Thank God constantly...  the gospel remains at work
· Notice these are NOT one time acts!

· It remains at work, like yeast in dough

· How???  What ongoing role do you have to continually accept the gospel?

· v14-16: willingness to suffer is a mark of discipleship

· How do you display a willingness to suffer?

