The Gospel/Mission in a Postmodern Context

What comes to mind when you think of the word Postmodern?

AUTHENTICITY ( Who are you really?  What do you truly love?
“There has been a long tradition which sees the mission of the Church primarily as obedience to a command.  It has been customary to speak of ‘the missionary mandate.’  This way of putting the matter is certainly not without justification, and yet it seems to me that it misses the point.  It tends to make mission a burden rather than a joy, to make it part of the law rather than part of the gospel.  If one looks at the New Testament evidence one gets another impression.  Mission begins with a kind of explosion of joy.  The news that the rejected and crucified Jesus is alive is something that cannot possibly be suppressed.  It must be told.  Who could be silent about such a fact?  The mission of the Church in the pages of the New Testament is more like the fallout from a vast explosion, a radioactive fallout which is not lethal but life-giving.  For Paul it is inconceivable that he should keep silent.  ‘Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!’ (1 Cor. 9.16).”  (Lesslie Newbigin).

[Hebrews 12:1-3]

Fixation Leads to Identity (i.e. who you really are)

Our fixation on the Messiah inevitably leads to a Missional identity, because Messiah and Mission are inseparably related …our missional motivation is our Messiah (Jn. 6:29).

 The Word of God is not simply a resource that teaches us about “missions”; mission is what the Bible is ALL about (Luke 24.27, 45-48) …The Word of God reveals that mission is not primarily an activity of the church, but an attribute of God.

…Jesus is who we are, and therefore The Gospel Mission is who we are/what we do.
*Our union with Christ (i.e. our identity being found in Christ alone) inseparably, and authentically, weaves mission into our daily lives. 

Two Practical Points:

1.  Your identity governs your fears

2.  Your identity shapes your life

*Before we leave this point ( postmodern people are “authenticity hounds” (i.e. they’re fairly good and detecting the surface difference between saying and doing [1 John 3:18]).

A HOLISTIC MISSION (i.e. sharing the Gospel is NOT a scheduled event, but rather it’s the shape of your entire life).

“All things appear as in a distorted mirror if they are not seen and recognized in God.  God is not merely a religious concept or a religious reality.  God is the one who invented reality, and reality can only be seen truly as it exists in God.  Nothing that exists is outside His realm.”  (Dietrich Bonhoeffer).

Jeremiah 29:4-9

The Gospel is liberating; it is creative and life-giving.

*The holistic approach is more challenging and more enjoyable.  You can schedule evangelism, but both you and your victims will be burdened by it.

e.g. Don’t just use the school board as a means for evangelism, but go ahead and let yourself care about the students at that school!
The holistic approach doesn’t mean it’s not intentional (1 Cor. 9:19-27) ( k’Hn’1
· Hospitality and unhurried time (remain & relate; talk & teach
)

· Listening and learning

· “We must learn to speak to unbelievers, instead of about unbelievers.”
· Useable language (e.g. Extraordinary Measures)

· Waiting …are you zealous enough to wait?

· Transparency about struggle and sin (Ps. 38:18)

· Weeping over sin and its effects (Jer. 9:17-21)

· What aren’t you willing to become? (Matt. 18:1-4)

� And don’t forget, teaching is a two-way street.





