ARGUMENTS IN THE CHURCH

Titus 3.9-11

I. AVOID (v.9)

a. Controversies, genealogies, dissension, and quarrels about the law.

i. Examples?

· Mark 7

· Those who inquire curiously into everything, and are never at rest, may be truly called Questionarians. – John Calvin.

Q.  Why do we do this?  What’s the heart of the matter?
Desensitizing ourselves of our desperate need (Mt.7). 

App.  we can discuss, and even argue about, anything as long as Hebrews 12.2 is happening.

b. Unprofitable and worthless.

i. Entangling and a waste of time.

ii. In short, every person who, by his overweening pride, breaks up the unity of the Church, is pronounced by Paul to be a “heretic.” – John Calvin.

iii. We MUST consult God’s Word in humility.

· You can’t avoid people, or dismiss as heretics, simply because you are of a different opinion.

· Heresy & sects are opposite unity.

· Contrast verse 9 with verses 3-8!

What a sharp contrast between all this useless nonsense and the very useful matters about which Paul has just spoken in verses 3-8.  A minister who does justice to the latter will have no time for the former. – Simon J. Kistemaker.

II. WARN (vv.10-11)

a. A divisive person

Q.  Is this truly a divisive person?

…knowing & judging.


Q. Is this person responsive to the Bible?

i. Once

· Dumb arguments WILL OCCUR …the question is how you handle it.

ii. A second time
· The objective is reconciliation, restoration, and unity. 
i. This process must never stem from a desire simply to get rid of someone!
· Self-condemned.
What makes his sin very bad is the fact that he knows that he is sinning and he will not repent. - Kistemaker

