Theology at the Movies:

Looking at Film Through the Lens of the Christian Worldview

#9:  Romance:  Twilight
I.  Overview of Romance Genre

A. Definition of the Romance genre

Romance Films, love stories, or affairs of the heart center on passion, emotion, and the romantic, affectionate involvement of the main characters (usually a leading man and lady), and the journey that their love takes through courtship or marriage. Romance films make the love story or the search for love the main plot focus. Oftentimes, lovers in screen romances face obstacles and the hazards of hardship, finances, physical illness, racial or social class status, occupation, psychological restraints, or family that threaten to break their union and attainment of love. As in all romantic relationships, tensions of day-to-day life, temptations (of infidelity), and differences in compatibility enter into the plots of romantic films. Romantic films often explore the essential themes of love at first sight, young (and older) love, unrequited love, obsessive love, sentimental love, spiritual love, forbidden love, sexual and passionate love, sacrificial love, explosive and destructive love, and tragic love. Romantic films serve as great escapes and fantasies for viewers, especially if the two people finally overcome their difficulties, declare their love, and experience life "happily ever after" - implied by a reunion and final kiss. 

B. What elements does this film genre share with the Christian worldview?

C. Why do we like war films? What does it say about us and our world?

II. Summary of Twilight
A. Facts and Stats

- 2008 film based on the best-selling book by Stephenie Meyer
- Cost 37 million, grossed over 200 million
- No Academy recognition, but won MTV and Teen’s Choice awards
B. Overview of Story/Plot

 Bella Swan has always been a little bit different. Never one to run with the crowd, Bella never cared about fitting in with the trendy, plastic girls at her Phoenix, Arizona high school. When her mother remarried and Bella chooses to live with her father in the rainy little town of Forks, Washington, she didn't expect much of anything to change. But things do change when she meets the mysterious and dazzlingly beautiful Edward Cullen. For Edward is nothing like any boy she's ever met. He's nothing like anyone she's ever met, period. He's intelligent and witty, and he seems to see straight into her soul. In no time at all, they are swept up in a passionate and decidedly unorthodox romance - unorthodox because Edward really isn't like the other boys.  He’s a vampire.
III. Analysis of Twilight
A. Aesthetic Analysis:  Was it a well-made Film?
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B. Worldview Analysis: What is its Message?

1.  Message/elements that reflect the Christian worldview


a.  What are the elements of this film that reflect Christian truth?

b. How are the true parts of the film dependent on a Christian view of reality?

c. Are there images of Christ/salvation/redemption in this film?

2.  Message/elements that reflect a fallen worldview

a. Key Question:  How does the movie reflect moral relativism and/or secular dogmatism
b. Is the movie historically/factually accurate?

c. In what ways does the film challenge/contradict the Christian worldview?

d. In what ways is the movie inconsistent with itself and its own claims?

C. Personal Analysis:  What impact has it made on me?  What response should I have?

1. How do I feel after seeing this movie?  What does it make me want to do?

2.   In what ways is the personal impact of this film good?  In what ways is it bad? 

