How Long O Lord?  

Reflections on Suffering and the Problem of Evil
#7: The Existence of God:  The Problem of Evil and the Coherence of God

I. What is the Problem of Evil?

A. The General Problem

C.S. Lewis: “If God were good, He would wish to make His creatures perfectly happy, and if God were almighty He would be able to do what He wished. But the creatures are not happy. Therefore God lacks either goodness, or power, or both.” 

B. Dividing the Problem

1. Intellectual Problem

2. Emotional Problem

C. Distinguish between the two problems in your conversations

II. Resolving the Intellectual Problem of Evil

A. Challenge the non-Christian’s Worldview: “To what standard do you appeal in order to distinguish good from evil?”


“My argument against God was that the universe seemed so cruel and unjust.  But how had I got this 
idea of “just” and “unjust”?...What was I comparing this universe with when I called it unjust?...Of course, I 
could have given up my idea of justice by saying it was nothing but a private idea of my own. But if did 
that, then my argument against God collapsed too—for the argument depended on saying that the world 
was really unjust, not simply that it did not happen to please my private fancies…Consequently, atheism 
turns out to be too simple.”   --C.S. Lewis
1. It is not only that the atheist has no basis for morality, it’s that his own atheistic worldview destroys the possibility of their being an absolute basis for morality.

2. What if the non-Christian says there are no moral norms in the universe?

B. Traditional Formulation of the Problem

P1. God is all-good

P2. God is all-powerful

P3. Such a God would prevent evil in every circumstance

P4. Evil Exists

C1. Therefore such a God cannot exist.  

C. Free Will Defense?

D. A Better Solution: Challenge Premise 3

1. Such a God would prevent evil in every circumstance ONLY if he did not have a morally sufficient reason for the evil that exists.  But, the Christian claim is that God DOES have a morally sufficient reason.

2.  Scriptural Examples of Morally Sufficient Reasons:  Abraham,  Joseph,  Jesus

3.  Although God has not revealed the ULTIMATE reason for the existence of evil, that does not mean there is not a morally sufficient reason (e.g., Job) 


*What if the atheist objects by saying there cannot be a morally sufficient reason for evil?

III. Resolving the Emotional Problem of Evil

A. One of the greatest opportunities for Evangelism

B. Things to Share with the non-Christian

1. God hates evil even more than we do

2. God suffered evil himself on the cross

3. God will set things right in the future

