In the Beginning: Studies in the Book of Genesis

#5: The Fall and the Curse

“God made man upright, but they have sought out many schemes.”

Eccl. 7:29

I.   Introduction: Foundational—The first three chapters of Genesis
(Like the first few scenes of a movie are often the most critical to understand the rest of the show, so the first three chapters of Genesis are crucial for our understanding the Scriptures. (ex. of the TV series LOST)
· Creation & the Fall of man

· We will examine this morning three main components including:

· Satan’s Strategy

· Eve’s Response

· God’s Judgment
II.   Satan’s Strategy (3:1-5) 

· Satan uses a subtle animal like the serpent. (Reality or Myth?)
· The Scripture interprets this narrative as reality. The rest of the bible hinges on this actual event happening in history. As well passages like Rev. 12:9, 20:2—recognize Satan as the Serpent.
· Satan challenges God’s Family Structure 

· Satan talks to the woman not the man, and thus subverts things from the outset

· Who was the command first given to? Adam as the representative for mankind.

· Therefore, Satan circumnavigates the head of the family and attacks Eve. 

· That is part of what is going on in our culture today (Can you think of some examples?) Entertainment, Women in Pastoral ministry, etc.
· Satan challenges God’s Word
· “Did God really say…” (Questions Truth)
· Satan said that God restricted them from “every tree”

· But in 2:16 God allowed them to eat from “every tree” 

· “You will not surely die”—sin will not produce death—this is actually the way of life!

Application(Do we recognize the lie of the evil one when he whispers in our ears? How can we see through the lies? By knowing the truth of his word.  (Take the promise like Psalm 18:30 “the word of the Lord proves true; he is a shield for all those who take refuge in him.” Also, Ps. 119 where the Psalmist exalts in the word of God. We must build ourselves up in the truth daily in order to stand against the tempting doubts of the crafty enemy!
· Satan challenges God’s Goodness
· Does not use his covenant name, “Lord God”—subtly attacks the goodness and greatness of a faithful and loving God!
· Gives the impression that God is withholding a good thing from the woman.
· In this case it is the opportunity to eat delicious fruit from this tree.


Application(Is God really as good as he says he is?
· God knows…your eyes will be opened (lie of enlightenment)

· God knows…you will be like God (lie of knowledge)

· The temptation of autonomy: self-law, determiner of right/wrong 

· L. Berkhof p. 222 “The essence of that sin lay in the fact that Adam placed himself in opposition to God, that he refused to subject his will to the will of God, to have God determine the course of his life; and that he actively attempted to take the matter out of God’s hand, and to determine the future for himself.”

Application(What area in your life are you refusing to submit to the will of God? Are you striving in opposition to God and trying to control you life on your own? Maybe it is your family (spouse, children), maybe it is your vocation, etc. 
III.   Eve’s Response (3:2-3, 6)

· Eve Doubts God’s Faithfulness

· She doesn’t use the divine name in her response

· Eve Distorts God’s Word

· She adds “or even touch it” to what God had commanded 

· Eve moves toward disobedience

· She looked at it, and held it

· No need to go that direction at all

What was so wrong about eating a piece of fruit?
· God’s command

· Pride, Unbelief, Unfaithfulness, etc.

· Eve began to desire and long for the fruit in her heart

· James 1:14-15 warns the Christian “But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death.”

Application(Why is sin so delicious to us at times?
· Don’t dally with sin!—it will only lead to death and destruction!
· Just one glance at the wrong internet site, just one little adjustment to the monthly business reimbursement form, just letting our minds wander to far or to become too idle that we entertain wrong fantasies that don’t glorify God! (one hateful thought would murder if it could, one lustful look would be adultery if it could…)  

· Eve multiplies/shares her  Sin 

· She gives some to her husband

· Adam’s response to the situation

Application(Every sin does not just affect us, but it spreads to impact those around us. Eve takes the fruit and gives it to Adam. Adam the representative eats for all.
IV. God’s Judgment (3:8-24)
· God Comes in Judgment  (3:8)

· The Sound of the Lord walking…
· Adam & Eve’s reaction: They knew their nakedness and hid themselves! (Issue of guilt and shame!)

· Illustr.: Like a child who hears his Father’s footsteps when he is doing something wrong.

· This initial coming of the Lord God points forward to a greater judgment that is stored up for the sinner. 


Rev 6:14-17

14 The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. 15 Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and every slave and every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. 16 They called to the mountains and the rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?"

· The judgment of God is a sobering reality that must be taught from this passage.

· God Cross-Examines Adam and Eve (3:9-13)

· Question 1: “Where are you?”

· Adam’s response: Hide (among the trees)
· Question 2: “Who told you that you were naked?”

· Adam’s response: Cover up (fig leaves & loincloths)
· Question 3: “Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”

· Adam’s response: Blame (the woman)
· Question 4: “What is this that you have done?”

· Eve’s response: Blame (the serpent)
(Application: Do we not do the very same thing when we are caught in sin? We run from the exposing light of the truth, cover up with excuses and eventually blame those around us or we blame God for putting us in such a situation.
· God Pronounces his Verdict (3:14-19)

Gal 3:16-19
16 The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does not say "and to seeds," meaning many people, but "and to your seed," meaning one person, who is Christ…. 19 What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had come. 

· “The Seed of the Woman” is Promised (The 1st appearance of the gospel.)
· The Serpent is cursed (crawl on your belly, eat the dust) 
· The Seed will crush the Serpent’s head

· The Serpent will strike his heal

Seed of the Women & Seed of the Serpent—theme throughout Scripture

· Judgment on the Woman 

· Woman is cursed in childbearing
· Childbearing will be very painful

· Note that the curse is repeated

· Woman will desire to rule over the man

· Desire to usurp the family structure

· Strife within the family unit

Application(Where do we see the affects of the fall in the family structure?
Rampant divorce, adultery, fighting, quarreling, striving against each other, selfishness, pride, etc. 
· Judgment on the Man

· Man is cursed in his work 
· Work has become toilsome, hard, difficult

· Work by the sweat of your brow

· Man will return to the dust

· A reminder that you are frail dust

· A reminder that you will now face death 

· (Rom. 6:23-wages of sin is death)
Application(What are the implications from the curse upon Adam? 
Did Adam’s sin affect mankind only? 
Can you list other ways that Adam’s sin has affected the created order? The ground is cursed, it produces weeds, disease, sickness, 
· God Provides for them (v. 20-24)
· God made garments of skins

· God forced them out of the garden

Application( Why would God have to banish them from the peaceful garden?
 (v. 22) explains that it would be dangerous for them to continue in this state in the garden, b/c they could eat of the tree of life and remain in this state of sin eternally. Therefore, God is gracious to them by removing them from the garden and protect them from completely destroying themselves.

V. Conclusion
· Consequences of the fall: the image of God distorted, all mankind is born in sin, separation from God, broken relationships, death, curse placed on man, and nature, etc.
· Certainty of the promise: Even though man has sinned against the command of God and sought his own way to determine what is best for him God remains faithful. He promises a seed, who will overcome the serpent and sin to redeem sinful man.  Christ came as that promised seed to crush the head of the serpent and destroy death. As Heb. 2:14-15 says, “Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.” It is evident that the consequences of the fall are extensive and vast in the way they have twisted man and all of creation. But, God graciously provides hope in the midst of the disobedience of man by a certain promise that was fulfilled in the person and work of Jesus Christ. This day we must face our fallen sinfulness for what it is and yet at the same moment run to the promised Savior in Gen. 3:15, who brings lasting redemption and finally will make all things new!
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