Signs of the Spirit: A Study in Religious Affections
Religious Affections: The Seventh, Eighth, and Ninth Signs
I.
Introduction
II.
The Seventh Sign: “Another thing, wherein gracious affections are distinguished from others, is, that they are attended with a change of nature”
A. A Shift in Focus

B. What is Conversion?

1. “Conversion (if we may give any credit to the Scripture) is a great and universal change of the man, turning him from sin to God.  A man may be restrained from sin, before he is converted; but when he is converted, he is not only restrained from sin, his very heart and nature is turned from it, unto holiness:  so that thenceforward he becomes a holy person, and an enemy to sin”

2. Scriptural Illustrations

C. A New Nature is an Abiding Nature
1. “He gives his Spirit to be united to the faculties of the soul, and to dwell there after the manner of a principle of nature; so that the soul, in being indued with grace, is indued with a new nature:  but nature is an abiding thing”

2. What about thorns of the flesh?

D. “When men have been conversing with Christ in an extraordinary manner, there is a sensible effect of it remains upon them; there is something remarkable in their disposition and frame, which if we take knowledge of, and trace to its cause, we shall find it is because they have been with Jesus”

III.
The Eighth Sign:  “Truly gracious affections differ from those affections that are false and delusive, in that they tend to, and are attended with the lamblike, dovelike spirit and temper of Jesus Christ; or in other words, they naturally beget and promote such a spirit of love, meekness, quietness, forgiveness, and mercy, as appeared in Christ”
A. Colossians 3:9-10

1. Belief in the truth of the gospel must be based “on real evidence, or upon that which is a good reason, or just ground of conviction”

B. Meekness

1. “…unless you turn and become like ______________”

2. Always meek and never bold or zealous?

3. True Christian fortitude

C. Forgiveness

D. Love

1. “there is no one virtue or disposition of the mind that is so often and expressly insisted on, in the marks that are laid down in the New Testament, whereby to know true Christians”

E. Mercy

1. Scripture is clear that “none are true saints, but those whose true character it is that they are of a disposition to pity and relieve their fellow creatures that are poor, indigent, and afflicted”

F. “But this I affirm, and shall affirm till I deny the Bible to be anything worth, that everything in Christians that belongs to true Christianity is of this tendency, and works this way; and that there is no true Christian upon earth, but is so under the prevailing power of such a spirit, that he is properly denominated from it, and it is truly and justly his character; and that therefore ministers and others have no warrant from Christ to encourage persons that are of a contrary character and behavior, to think they are converted, because they tell a fair story of illumination and discoveries”

III.
The Ninth Sign:  “Gracious affections soften the heart, and are attended and followed with a Christian tenderness of spirit”

A. The Danger of a Hard Heart

B. The true Christian “has the firmest comfort, but the softest heart; richer than others, but poorest of all in spirit; the tallest and strongest saint, but the least and most tender child amongst them”

