Figuring Out the Trinity:
How to Understand Christianity’s Most Central Doctrine
Class 4: How is God One Being and Three Persons?
Part 2: Communion in the Godhead

“However basic and important is our conception of God in his oneness and transcendent majesty, if this conception is not framed in terms of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, then our conception of God is not Christian.”

I. Overview of the Issue
a. How is God three Persons and One Being?  

i. WSC 9 Answer:

1. “There are three persons in the Godhead; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and these three are one God, the same in substance, equal in power and glory”
II. Communion in the Godhead

a. At the angelic encounter of Joseph.  Matthew 1:20-23:

But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 "Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel" (which means, God with us).
b. At the angelic encounter of Mary.  Luke 1:30-35:

And the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34 And Mary said to the angel, "How will this be, since I am a virgin?" 35 And the angel answered her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy--the Son of God.
c. At the baptism of Jesus.  Matthew 3:16-17:

And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased."

i. See also Mark 1:8-11, Luke 3:21-22, John 1:29-34
ii. The unified work and presence of the three Persons.  

d. At Gethsemane.

i. Matthew 26:39, 42, 53

39 And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, "My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will."

42 Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, "My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done."

53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels?
e. In salvation.

a. Galatians 4:4-6.

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!"
b. 1 Peter 1:2

“according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you.”
ii. Each Person of the One God plays a unique role in the work of redemption.  
f. The Gospel of John

i. John 5:19

So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise.
ii. John 10:38

If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me; 38 but if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father."
iii. John 14:9-11
Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.
iv. John 17

1. Verses 1-5.  

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, "Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed.
a. There is __________ glorification, which has existed eternally.

2. Verse 11

And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one.

3. Verses 17-23

"I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.
a. They are apart in some sense, and yet one.  Their oneness is ___________.

g. In the work of the Holy Spirit. 

i. John 14:16-20

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 18 "I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.

ii. Romans 8:10

But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness.

iii. Colossians 1:27

To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

iv. The same unity with the Father and the Spirit.  1 Corinthians 2:10

But, as it is written, "What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what God has prepared for those who love him"-- 10 these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.

h. In Revelation 22:1-5
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.
i. The Two are ___________.
i. Definition of Communion (Perichoresis, Mutual Indwelling)
i. “Perichoresis was a way of saying that the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit inhere in one another; co-exist eternally, entirely and perfectly, so that where one is, the others are, and what one is involved in doing, the others are also involved in doing.”
  
1. The Three are inseparable, as it were, while still keeping to their separate courses without “coalescence or commingling or confusion.”

2. Furthermore, mutual indwelling means that each Person of the Godhead is “wholly in the others as the others are wholly in him.”
  It is important to note that both the distinctness of the three Persons (hypostases) and the unity of essence (ousia) are maintained within this doctrine.
III. Implications

� John Murray, Collected Writings of John Murray, Vol. 1 (Edinburgh, Banner of Truth: 2005) 171.


� Kelly, Systematic Theology, 490.


� John of Damascus, De Fide Orthodoxa, I.14, as quoted in Kelly 489.


� T.F. Torrance, The Christian Doctrine of God (Edinburgh, T&T Clark: 1996) 305.
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