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Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. Ephesians 5:24
How little we care to submit to anyone! We all naturally prefer to have our freedom, to do as we please and hate the existence of anyone in our lives who can tell us, “No!”, and make it stick. We enjoy being self-directed, unfettered, free to go, to do, to think, to speak as we please. When someone, say a boss, infringes on our unfettered freedom we naturally rebel. It may not be outright, we can find many different ways to drag our feet, underperform, or not quite do what the boss asked.  Speaking to an Army Captain once, I remarked how nice it must be to be able to give orders and know that your subordinates must simply obey. He responded, “No, really all obedience is voluntary, there are 1001 ways for a soldier to ‘obey’ my orders without really doing what I want, unless he voluntarily obeys.” So we find 1001 ones ways to deal with those in authority over us without really submitting. 

But Christ is clear, that we are to obey those he has placed in authority over us. That includes, bosses, various government officials, parents when we are young, church officers, police officers, and for wives: husbands. We may object, but if you knew my boss, my mayor, my parents, my pastor, you would understand why I should not submit to them. Many wives may object: but if you knew my husband you would agree that I should only submit selectively, when I agree with him. But Paul wrote to the church in Rome saying, “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.” (Romans 13.1) Likely he wrote those words somewhere around 56-57AD as Nero was emperor of Rome. Nero was a man so morally debased that he murdered his own mother, was sexually degenerate enough to shock even modern sensibilities, is widely known as the first persecutor of Christians and likely presided over the execution of Paul himself. Yet Paul could write: “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities,” because Paul understood,  that our submission was, finally,  not to the person with all their flaws, but to Christ himself. So unless the one in authority over you is worse than Nero, you might want to reconsider your excuse for not submitting to them. 
Why is God so big on our submitting? God is a God of order, he created us to follow his leadership but our essential fall into sin was a rejection of his leadership. Now as Christ comes into the world, he comes not only as savior but as a king to re-establish his reign over us and all of creation. The reign of God is in some sense hierarchical; there is order, a chain of command, as it were. So we see God calling Adam to task first, for his family’s fall into sin. So God has established states, and churches and families to serve as vice-regents under him to enforce his will. He is a God that loves order, and he means to lead and direct us all through his orderly leadership. When we rebel against those he has, in his providence, placed over us (not counting when we are forced to “Obey God, rather than men.” Acts 5.29) we rebel against God’s plan of redemption. The Christian life then is to be one of submission, of following Christ, as we follow those he has put over us. Bosses, parents, rulers and yes wives, even your husbands. 
Application Question: Is there a relationship where you are struggling to submit right now? A boss, an elder, husband, parent? Can you look past the person and their failings and look to Christ who has put them over you in his providential governing of the world, look to Him…and submit to them. 
