Marital Faithfulness

Though God created man to be faithful like he is, our experience is very different. We tell someone that we will pray for them and then forget the promise before we end the conversation. We arrange to meet with someone and then before the meeting we get a better offer and call to cancel. We promise our children that we will have time for them tomorrow and then we let work crowd them out yet again. We vow to forsake all others for our spouses and then we let someone else grab out attention.  You might say as the human race we are ‘faithfulness challenged.’ 

How will we ever be faithful to one woman, or one man, ‘until death doth us part?’ 

The statistics are sobering and frightful. Divorce is so common, that we have less than a 50% chance of making it to our 25th wedding anniversary. One in five married men and one in ten women will commit adultery. Far greater numbers will stray in their minds or in inappropriate relationships. 

Why are we so unfaithful? The Biblical term for faithfulness means just that: being full of faith. We are unfaithful precisely because we do not believe God, we do not take him at his Word. “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” (Matthew 19:5) We must be full of faith, we must believe, in order to be faithful.

But what must we believe? We must believe that marriage is really God’s good idea. We must believe that, providentially, God has given us the spouse we have and intends to bless us through them. We must believe that we can truly find oneness with THAT person, and not some other. But mostly we must believe that it is in relying on Jesus’ faithfulness that we can be held faithful. 
It is Jesus the faithful one who makes us faithful. “If we are faithless, he will remain faithful.” (2 Timothy 2:13) He is the faithful Husband who has given himself to his bride, for his bride, uniting himself with her for eternity that she might become wholly and holy his. It is only as we rely on him and his faithfulness that we are held faithful by him. As Peter, who knew something of unfaithfulness himself, wrote: “The God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.” (1 Peter 5:10) It is Christ, the faithful Husband, who makes us ‘firm and steadfast,’ faithful, as we rely on him. 

A member of Uptown was discouraged while attending college to learn that his campus pastor had been unfaithful to his wife. Telling me of this, he meant to pay me a compliment by saying something like, “My first thought was, ‘My pastor Tom would never do that!’” To which I replied, “Not yet, but pray for me that I do not fall.” You see, our hope can never be in our own faithfulness, or we will certainly fail. Our hope must always rest in Christ, the faithful one. 
