John 9:3 "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.
We like to keep things simple; if someone is suffering we suppose it is directly because they have sinned. That is easy for us, an easy moral universe. But Jesus explains that it is a more complex moral universe. Sometimes our suffering has nothing to do with our sin, directly. Here is an instance where God wished to display his work in a man, so he had the man born blind, that in healing him, God might be greatly glorified and this man might receive, not just physical, but spiritual sight as well. 

It is our natural tendency to want to look down on others and judge them for any reason we can find. So when someone suffers visibly we want to assume the worst about them: they are sinners who deserve to suffer as they do, we on the other hand, deserve to prosper as we do, escaping the suffering that they undergo, because we are good people. Calvin makes this point in commenting on this passage.
While every man is ready to censure others with extreme bitterness,

there are few who apply to themselves, as they ought to do, the same

severity. If my brother meets with adversity, I instantly acknowledge the

judgment of God; but if God chastises me with a heavier stroke, I wink at

my sins. But in considering punishments, every man ought to begin with

himself, and to spare himself as little as any other person. Wherefore, if

we wish to be candid judges in this matter, let us learn to be quick in

discerning our own evils rather than those of others.

We see in their suffering the judgment of God but should we suffer, we assume our innocence and in fact will be ready to accuse God of being unjust: “Lord, why should I suffer like this, I am a good person, I have done my best?” Who among us, when we are struck ill, or have some accident, or some grave blow from the hand of God strikes our family or those we love, such that we are crushed underneath the blow,  says to ourselves: “Yes, my sin is such that I should be corrected swiftly with his rod of correction. Whether or not this pain comes as a direct correction for my sin, I know that I am due far worse than this from my Father’s hand.” Such humility is not to be found among us! 

How readily though we see another in suffering and attribute it to their great sins. When a disaster strikes New Orleans, India, or Haiti we can be quick to assume that there is some corporate sin that is being punished. Even close to home, how quickly we see someone suffer, maybe loosing a job, struggling with depression, born handicapped, even blind, someone struggling with obesity,  another with a rebellious child, and assume that there must be something inherently inferior in their soul, and something inherently superior in ours.  We are like Job’s friends who tell him that his afflictions are caused by his sins, period. 
Job 4:7-9  7 "Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever perished? Where were the upright ever destroyed?  8 As I have observed, those who plow evil and those who sow trouble reap it.  9 At the breath of God they are destroyed; at the blast of his anger they perish.
We are such deep wells of vanity. Any blessing we receive we claim as just deserves: “Certainly I am owed perfect health, perfect children, perfect financial ease, and perfect social respect.” Never suspecting for an instant that what we receive is mercy upon mercy to sinners so wretched that we, as far as justice is concerned, deserve none of it! Should we not rather with every breath, with every crumb, with every ray of sun to warm us and every drop of rain to quench us praise God for NOT giving us what we deserve, but what he in his mercy has so lovingly lavished on us? Then when trials come we should not be surprised that he must, at times for our good and his glory, bring us trials and suffering, more in line with what our lives truly deserve, if judged by merit. 
Then, aware of our own unworthiness,  when we see others suffering, we would put our hands over our mouths and remain silent, and our hearts would bow in humility before the mercy and severity of God, recognizing that there is no suffering in this world on which we can look that we do not deserve, and far worse, were we to receive what we truly deserve. Then every person in pain would be a cause, not for our swollen pride to glory in itself once again,  but for our humility and thankfulness to God, and fellowship with them, who are only receiving, for the moment, what we deserve for an eternity, apart from the grace of Christ. 

Thus we will come to see that all suffering in this world whether among his children or among those in rebellion still against him can never truly be brought against God as a charge. Rather all life shows forth either the depth of God’s judgment on sin, or the height of his mercy on sinners and sometimes in a single instance both are seen. Why was this man born blind? To show both the depth of judgment and the height of mercy in our Good Lord. We must begin with this thought:  no one deserves to see the beauty of the world God created, for all men are born spiritually blind, and then live deliberately blind to God’s goodness. If one should demonstrate the spiritual blindness of us all, by his lack of sight, then God is just in his justice, while at the same time, in letting the rest of us blind ones see, great in his mercy. And if he heals this blind man so that not only his eyes but his heart can see, he is gracious in his mercy, and at the same time, in judging the blindness of the Pharisees, who refuse to open their eyes to his mercy,  he proves the severity of his judgment upon them, “so that, 'though seeing, they may not see.’” (Luke 8:10) 

In all this our Lord Jesus bids us to open our eyes to see the truth both more deeply and more beautifully displayed as only the eyes of faith may see. 

